
10. (AmenW) A method of identifying a therapy that decreases a 

symptom of rheumatoid afthritis comprising: 

(a) treating a moW of the isolated mouse strain of claim 12 with a 

potential therapy; and 

(b) determining whether^ potential therapy decreases a symptom of 

rheumatoid arthritis in the mouse 

11. (Amended) The method o>claim 10, wherein the symptom is 
selected from the group consisting of arthritis irha foreleg^hind leg joint, joint 
stiffening, appearance of ftannus, lymphocyte infiWon into joint cartilage or 
bone, destruction of jokfcartilage or bone, product^ of rheumatoid factor or 



autoantibody against type II collagen, and hyperg^Xlobiuir^ 



Please add claims 12-19. 

S"^_bjlj^„ n . An isolated mouse strain from BALB/Cmicg 

of developing natural onset of rheumatoid^ 



3ftsmga trait 



l^tfTmouse which belongs to the isolated mouse strain of claim 12, 
and has>fCC^cession No. FERM BP-7790. 
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14. 



The isolateVmouse strain of claim 12, wherein the rheumatoid 



arthritis represents one or more symptoms selected from the group consisting of: arthntis 
in a foreleg or hind leg joint, joint stiff^mg, appearance of pannus, lymphocyte 
infiltration into joint cartilage or bone, desWtion of joint cartilage or bone, products 
of rheumatoid factor or autoantibody against^pe II collagen, and 
hypergammaglobulinemia. 

^!!£_X— ^ 15. A method of producing offspring of an isolated mousestair 
BALB/C mice, wherein the isolated mouse strain comprisesat^^ natural 
onset of rheumatoid arthritis, the method cotm^nsAe-^of: 

(a) mating betwgpiwrfSetfie isolated mouse strain in a maintained 

colony repeatedly to^pjpdtlceoffspring; 

o screenin g the offspring for the trait of developing naturaI onset of 

rheumatoid arthritis. 

16. The metlW of claim 15, wherein the rheumatoid arthritis 
represents one or more symptomTWed from the group consisting of: arthritis in a 
foreleg or hind leg joint, joint stiffeniV appearance of pannus, lymphocyte mfiltrauon 
into joint cartilage or bone, destruction oW cartilage or bone, production of 
rheumatoid factor or autoantibody against ty^e II collagen, and 
hypergammaglobulinemia. 

S^ J? f\ 17. A method for producing a mouse strain fromBALB/i 
comprising a trait of developing natural onset o^^^^^ V ri^ g the 

steps of: 

a) ^peated^tog between BALB/C mice in a closed colony to 

produce offeprirfgf and 

b) screening the offspring for the trait of developing natural onset of 

leumatoid arthritis. 
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1 8 . The method of claimJJ 
"accession No. FERM BP-7790. 



le mouse 



19. The methodW claim 1 7, wherein the rheumatoid arthritis 
represents one or more symptoms seized from the group consisting of: arthritis in a 
foreleg or hind leg joint, joint stiffening,4>^earance of pannus, lymphocyte infiltration 
into joint cartilage or bone, destruction of joiiWtilage or bone, production of 
rheumatoid factor or autoantibody against type II bqllagen, and 
hypergammaglobulinemia. — 



